SMALL GROUP WEEK: 9
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GOAL OF TONIGHT

Help students see how God'’s story intersects with their story and why that matters in their
day-to-day life.

WELCOME

When you're having a bad day what do you, who do you turn to, or where to you go to find comfort? Maybe it's your phone, social
media, the internet, your bedroom, your best friend, a movie, a pet, etc. Share a story. Explain why you find comfort in that.

Leaders - maybe you start by sharing a story of what you found comfort in when you were a kid?

BIBLE
2 Corinthians 1:3-7

QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS

Read 2 Corinthians 1: 3-4

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. He comforts us in all
our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us.

1. This passage was written by Paul the apostle. Paul says that God is our "source" of comfort. What do you think that means? How
is that different than the "source" we usually find comfort in that we just shared?

2. The first part of verse 2 says, "He comforts us in all our troubles." What do you think Paul means by "troubles"? What kind of
"troubles" do you face in life? At school? At home?

3. Have you ever experienced God's comfort when you were going through troubles? Explain.

4. What are some practical ways you can turn to God to comfort you when you're experiencing those troubles?

5. The second part of verse 2 says, "...so that we can comfort others." What does that mean?

6. How can God use the comfort you've experienced through your troubles to help comfort others going through similar troubles?

Key observations:

1. It's important to note that Paul doesn't say that we won't experience troubles. We will! But when we experience troubles we have
God to comfort us. And when we turn to God for comfort we can help our friends experience comfort in their troubles as well!

2. Turning to other things to comfort us isn't bad but we must remember that it doesn't last. We may feel comfort for a little bit but only
God can truly comfort our souls.

LEADER

This week is a great opportunity to dig deeper with your students to really learn what "troubles" they are dealing with. They may be
reluctant to share right away so lead by example.

APPLICATION

When you feel troubled and want to turn towards a person, place, or thing to comfort you take moment to talk to God or read your
bible first so you can seek comfort from God - the source of all comfort. Why? Because God is WITH us!
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