WEEK:

}E" SMALL GROUP
_TON QUESTIONS

GOAL OF TONIGHT

Help students see how God’s story intersects with their story and why that matters in their
day-to-day life.

WELCOME & ICE BREAKER
Start the night off by talking about a time in your life when somebody did you wrong (LEADERS:

give a funny example from your own life). How did that make you feel? What did you want to do?
What would it have taken to forgive that person?

BIBLE PASSAGE
Matthew 5:38-48

QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS THE BIBLE VERSE

In the verse you just read Jesus is trying to show us the importance of Forgiveness. He makes a
connection between our willingness and ability to forgive and our relationship with God. So, it
seems like forgiveness is a big deal to God. Tonight, spend some time talking about the role that
forgiveness plays in student relationships (family, friends, teachers, teammates...).

What stood out to you or surprised you about Matthew 5:38-487

Why would Jesus tell us not to resist an “evil person”? What do you think that means?

How would you describe your enemies? We’re not super-hero’s with arch nemeses. So, who is our
enemies?

Have you ever offered forgiveness to someone who you felt didn’t deserve it? How did that feel?
Has anyone forgiven you when you didn’t deserve it? How did that feel?
Do we need to be able to forgive in a healthy relationship? Why or why not?

How does the message of Jesus help us forgive?

LEADER INSIGHT

Forgiveness can be a complicated topic for students. It is counterintuitive for them (and us too).
Help them understand that forgiveness is necessary for any healthy relationship.

APPLICATION SUGGESTIONS

Offer forgiveness to someone you are holding a grudge against.
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